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BOARD OF TRUSTEES

The Krishnamurti Foundation of America shall advance public understanding 
and realization of human potential by means of the study of the teachings of 
J. Krishnamurti, to be accomplished by:

• Promoting and assisting in the 
dissemination of said teachings 
to members of the general public 
throughout the world.

• Establishing, organizing and holding 
classes, lectures, courses, schools, 
seminars and study groups for the 
exploration of such teachings.

• Publishing and associating in the 
publication of papers, periodicals, 
pamphlets, books, tape recordings 
and recordings of all other kinds 
promulgating said teachings.

• Providing facilities for the study of said 
teachings.

• Other charitable, scientific or 
educational purposes that meet the 
requirements for exemption provided by 
Section 214 of the Revenue and Taxation 
Code.

THE MISSION
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Dear Friends,

JACOB SLUIJTER 
Executive Director

I am writing to thank each of you for making 2021 yet another momentous 
year for the Krishnamurti Foundation of America! Despite the many challenges 
that the year brought to all of us, I am pleased to report that our dedicated 
staff has done an incredible job in expanding our efforts of disseminating 
Krishnamurti’s teachings, while at the same time strengthening our various 
programs and services.

If you are reading this report, you are probably part of the growing group of 
individuals who have contributed financially or otherwise towards the mission 
of the KFA. You are among those who have been touched by Krishnamurti’s 
message and recognize that the problems facing humanity need to be addressed 
at a deeper level, and that a fundamental change in human consciousness is a 
prerequisite for effectively tackling these challenges. 

This year the KFA board of trustees approved and allocated additional funds 
for an ambitious dissemination plan to inform and educate new audiences 
about the teachings. This plan focuses on younger age groups and will 
be executed in phases over the upcoming two years. We have hired a new 
communications director and additional staff for this purpose, and have 
developed a detailed strategy and measurable metrics for its implementation. 

This year the COVID pandemic placed severe restrictions on our ability to 
conduct in-person meetings and programs. Consequently, we shifted our 
activities to the use of virtual (on-line) platforms, and we had more people than 
ever before participate in our programs. We plan to continue with these on-line 
offerings even though the in-person programs have started up again.

If you have been following our newsletters, you probably are aware that we are 
preparing to open a new Krishnamurti Center, located in a beautiful setting 
amidst redwood forests in   Sonoma County, just north of San Francisco. 
Similar to that of our center on Ojai, the intent of this center is to create a 
focal point for people to study the teachings, interact, and engage in dialogue.

In closing, on behalf of the trustees and staff of the Foundation I would like 
to most sincerely thank each and every one of our donors, friends and well-
wishers for recognizing and supporting the vital importance of this work for 
current and future generations.

With my warmest regards,
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While raking leaves during my 
first day at KFA as a guest helper, 
I immediately felt both at home 
and on the precipice of a cliff: a 
mixture of excitement, comfort, 
terror, and deep interest in what 
lay at the core of Krishnamurti’s 
teachings. What did K really 
discover beneath the Pepper 
Tree in the 1920s, and is that 
discovery available directly to 
anyone who is able to slip off 
the cliff of control, knowledge, 
belief, and psychological effort?

Each day, I would hear K’s voice at some point in the 
diffuse light of the always shining Ojai Valley sun, “Are 
you serious?” And that is the question which always hangs 
in the balance at the Center: “Am I serious and what does 
that mean?”.

No place I have been on earth feels like it has more potential 
to transform consciousness in such a revolutionary way. 
And that is a responsibility that beckons vigilance. There 
is a heightened attention to all the movements of mind, 
seeing, hearing, being, and there are people around who 
are willing to question everything.

When a so-called person questions 
everything, they have to look at all 
that is assumed. How do l know I am 
an individual? What motivates the 
thoughts that come? Who am I after 
all? When an organization is willing 
to question everything, it has to look 
at what is assumed. The extent to 
which the organization is willing to 
question itself may be its greatest 
source of strength.

What I have learned since being at 
KFA is that the efforts of work and 
the spirit of serious inquiry cannot 
obscure one another. Together, in 
harmony, they are part of the job. 
We are here for inquiry but we are 
also here at the Foundation because 
of all the hard work professional 
individuals are doing.

Just as the future of the forest comes 
from the right care of a seed, so too 
does the future of the Foundation 
depend on the opportunities offered 
to volunteers, residential scholars, 
staff, visitors, and donors to carry on 
the torch of K’s teachings. Many who 
currently support the Foundation 
began as volunteers in some capacity 
and now find themselves deeply 
involved in both K’s teachings 

and organizational work. When K’s teachings and the 
organizational work are one movement, something truly 
creative is sparked.

Those who are engaged in inquiry every day know K’s 
words, “are you serious?” are actual, not speculative. The 
more time I spend at KFA, the more I realize we really 
are dry brush; sometimes we just need to spend a little 
more time around the fire. And while freedom from 
influence may be the only source of this fire, together in 
this aloneness the flames burn brightest.

ARE YOU SERIOUS?

BY HENRY FISCHER

HENRY FISCHER BEGAN AS A VOLUNTEER AT THE KRISHNAMURTI 
CENTER IN OJAI AND CONTINUED AS AN INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR 
COORDINATING THE TECHNICALS FOR THE EXPLORATION CONFERENCE 
AND MAY GATHERING FOR SEVERAL YEARS.

HE IS NOW A TRUSTEE OF THE KFA AND A MEMBER OF VARIOUS KFA 
COMMITTEES. HE IS ALSO A TRUSTEE OF THE JAMES LEE DIXON TRUST 
WHICH ADMINISTERED THE TRANSFER OF JIM DIXON’S GIFTS TO THE 
FOUNDATION RESULTING IN 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A 
NEW KRISHNAMURTI CENTER 
IN NORTHERN CALIFORNIA.
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The Krishnamurti Archive in Ojai is the location of the 
digital server that houses the digitized archival collection 
as well as the Databased catalog and collection repository. 
This Server is accessed by the archivists and volunteers 
internationally for the day-to-day work and maintenance 
of the collection. Digital servers like these have an average 
lifespan of roughly 5 years. This year we are initiating the 
process of obtaining the next generation of our Archive 
Server, to ensure we have a safe and secure server package 
to continue the important work of the Archive.  

Digital collections are immensely valuable.  Not only has 
the digitization of Krishnamurti’s talks and discussions 
enabled the dissemination of text, audio, and video 
online, but the digitization and transcription of the 
original recordings from their original formats enable the 
migration of information onto stable physical materials. 
This is an ongoing project of the archives internationally.

In the case of Krishnamurti’s early talks, before audio and 
video recording technologies were available, stenographers 
were present, recording the event into text.  These paper 
records are the original record of these early talks. The 
digitization of these original Stenographers typescripts 
was completed in 2018. Now, the KFA is having these 
digitizations formatted to be printed onto 16mm microfilms 
as a duplicate preservational collection. Copies of these films 
will also be printed for the KFT and KFI Archives.

ARCHIVES

BY CORY FISHER

THE PRESERVATION OF KRISHNAMURTI’S 
TEACHINGS IS ONE OF THE PRIMARY GOALS OF 
THE FOUNDATION. THE FOLLOWING ARE A FEW 
INITIATIVES OF THE ARCHIVE FOR THIS YEAR, 
AIMED AT PRESERVING AND ENSURING THAT 
KRISHNAMURTI’S TEACHINGS ARE AVAILABLE IN 
THEIR ORIGINAL AND UNDISTORTED FORM FOR 
MANY GENERATIONS TO COME.

Every storage medium used to preserve valuable information 
in an archive has an estimated lifespan—a duration of time 
that the information stored is retrievable without loss or 
deterioration. Physical storage mediums have a significantly 
longer lifespan than digital ones. A conventional hard drive 
is only considered a viable storage solution for roughly 5 to 
6 years. Contrast this to Acid-Free paper, which is estimated 
to last more than 1000 years. 

The Archive is currently conducting a feasibility study to 
better understand technologies that facilitate long-term 
preservation of printed text. The development of laser-
optic printing technologies now enables high-resolution 
engraving at very small scales, meaning large quantities 
of text can be preserved on highly stable metal materials. 

It is estimated that specifically formulated metal-based 
materials could preserve printed material for over 10,000 
years—even in unfavorable climate conditions. Utilizing 
these new technologies could be a great way to ensure that 
the transcripts of Krishnamurti’s talks are preserved and 
retrievable in the distant future.



2020-21  ANNUAL REPORT

BY LEAH LUONG

DISSEMINATION 

THIS JULY WE BEGAN IMPLEMENTING THE FOUNDATION’S 
COMPREHENSIVE DISSEMINATION PLAN. THE PLAN IS A DETAILED 
BLUEPRINT ON HOW WE CAN BEST MAKE KRISHNAMURTI’S 
TEACHINGS ACCESSIBLE AND AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC THROUGH 
MOBILE, SEARCH ENGINE OPTIMIZATION, GOOGLE ADS, AND SOCIAL 
MEDIA. AS TECHNOLOGY CONTINUES TO CHANGE, SO DOES THE WAY 
PEOPLE CONSUME CONTENT. 

IT IS ESTIMATED THAT APPROXIMATELY 4.66 BILLION PEOPLE USE 
THE INTERNET. THE FOUNDATION RECOGNIZES THE IMPORTANCE 
OF ENGAGING WITH PEOPLE WHERE THEY ALREADY ARE, AND THE 
IMPORTANCE OF MAKING THE TEACHINGS AVAILABLE TO BOTH NEW 
AND EXISTING AUDIENCES.

DIGITAL REACH

Our digital presence has grown significantly since July 2021 on our web 
pages and our social media platforms: Instagram, TikTok, ClubHouse, 
Facebook, and YouTube. Online users can find Krishnamurti content 
on these popular platforms or use a search engine like Google or 
YouTube; these platforms and search engines make it easy to view 
content and also give users the opportunity to discover related content 
through the algorithm that suggests relevant content based on a user’s 
interests. This is another way we indirectly reach people who are new 
to the teachings. We enhance our digital reach by making it easy to 
be found on search engines and by increasing traffic to our websites. 

Another important aspect of expanding our digital reach is publishing 
different types of content that appeals to many types of online users 
who browse the web and use these platforms. We make Krishnamurti 
material available online in various formats including videos, short and 
long text, images, and audio. For example, The Immeasurable project 
appeals most to the younger generation, while older internet users 
typically prefer longer videos and longform text that can be found on 
our official YouTube channel or on our websites. Our dissemination 
plan encompasses efforts to reach everyone from different age groups, 
locations, and even those who have never heard of Krishnmaurti before. 
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LISTEN TO THE TEACHINGS

One of the ways we disseminate the teachings 
is through various audio formats. The 
Krishnamurti Online Radio continuously 
broadcasts audio recordings of talks and 
discussions. We’ve recently begun selecting 
specific talks and seminars to broadcast on 
certain Saturdays so that listeners can live 
stream the content and inquire together 
by using the chat feature located below the 
radio player. In contrast to the radio, The 
Immeasurable Podcast aims to provide an 
in-depth look at dialogue and exploration 
around Krishnamurti’s teachings. Our 
podcast contains interviews of people who 
have spent time with Krishnamurti, as well 
as explorations around the content of his 
teachings, our programs, and our annual 
conference.

WATCH THE TEACHINGS

Part of the dissemination plan includes publishing Krishnamurti 
content in different formats, such as video. In fact, video content is 
the most widely shared and consumed digital content. In addition 
to reading and listening to the teachings, digital users can watch 
Krishnamurti videos and watch recordings of him speaking. Similarly 
to audio, text, and image, video content is distributed on different 
types of platforms—such as TikTok or Facebook—that cater to many 
audiences.

NEW WEBSITE

The new Krishnamurti Center website is now available and all programs 
and upcoming events are moved to the new website. The site has an 
option to view it in English or Spanish. Visit krishnamurticenter.org
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THE KRISHNAMURTI CENTER IN OJAI ATTRACTS 
PEOPLE FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD, WHO 
COME TO LEARN ABOUT THEMSELVES USING 
KRISHNAMURTI’S TEACHINGS AS A BASIS FOR 
INQUIRY. THE CENTER HOSTS SPEAKER PANELS, 
DIALOGUE GROUPS, CONFERENCES, AND STUDY 
PROGRAMS WITHIN A CONTEXT OF COOPERATIVE, 
SHARED INQUIRY INTO THE FUNDAMENTAL 
QUESTIONS OF HUMAN LIFE. THE CENTER TAKES 
NO POSITIONS EXCEPT TO ENCOURAGE A SPIRIT OF 
INQUIRY ON THE PART OF THOSE WHO CHOOSE TO 
COME AND PARTICIPATE.

THE KRISHNAMURTI CENTER

From early in Krishnamurti’s life, schools for the young 
were a part of his concern. After establishing a number 
of these in different parts of the world, he began to 
speak of the need to create a center for adults. It was 
to be a place of stillness and peace, a source where, 
undisturbed and away from the distractions of everyday 
life, those interested in his teachings could study and 
reflect in-depth on the relevance of the teachings to their 
lives. 

A PLACE FOR LEARNING AND AUSTERE LIVING

“This is a place of learning and austere living with inward 
discipline and work, without a guru, without a leader, and 
without a system of meditation or working.

There are many people who, because of distractions of 
occupation, family, or other factors in their lives, find it 
difficult to immerse themselves in the teachings. So each 
one comes to this place on his own, to meditate if he 
wishes, to study the teachings, and to do some physical 
work if he wishes.

Thus it is primarily meant for those who want to come 
together in a spirit of cooperation.

Spirit of cooperation does not mean working together for 
some purpose, ideal, or authority. But while someone is 
physically working, he may have a perceptive flash of deep 
understanding, which he may then talk over with another; 
others may question, doubt what he is saying, but the 
deep understanding shared by both does not belong to 
one or the other.

Perception is never personal. Such a sharing is cooperation.”
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FOR SHARING ONE’S 
DISCOVERIES

“The center should draw people who 
have good brains, good intellects. They 
should study the teachings thoroughly, 
soak in it deeply as they would do if they 
were to study medicine or Buddhism or 
any other subject.

Studying means going deeply into 
the subtleties of the words used and 
their contents and seeing the truth in 
them in relation to daily life. They 
should be able to discuss with top 
brains, specialists in any branch of 
knowledge, as scholars do.

These people, while they are studying, 
should have a spirit of cooperation. 
Spirit of cooperation does not mean 
working together for some function, 
but while I am functioning, while 
I am digging—and you are also 
doing some work—I am thinking 
over something, and since I am your 
friend, I rush to you and discuss 
with you what I have discovered. You 
may doubt it, question it, but I am 
sharing with you the discovery. It is 
not my discovery; it does not belong 
to me or to anybody.

But it must not be a confession. There 
are groups in America who confess to 
each other; it is like washing your 
own dirty linen in public.

And if I am a liar, it is also the 
responsibility of you and all the other 
friends. Because we all are interested 
in the teachings and in studying it 
deeply and in living it in our daily 
life, we are responsible to each other 
for whatever we are.

This togetherness among friends 
who are interested in the discovery 
of truth in their daily life, and 
the sense of responsibility they 
have to each other, is the spirit of 

cooperation. And when everyone 
who lives in Vasanta Vihar has this 
spirit of cooperation, it will bring 
about, will create, an atmosphere in 
which a newcomer will also flower.”

THE CENTER’S NEW DIRECTOR

Francisco Mazza is the new Director 
of the Krishnamurti Center. He’s also 
the Director of Development. He was 
born in Argentina and has a B.A. in 
Design & Digital Media. He worked 
for the Krishnamurti Foundation 
Trust and lived at Brockwood Park 
School (UK) for 7 years before 
moving to Ojai.

Excerpts by J. Krishnamurti on Study 
Centers, from the book “A Door Open 
for Anyone”.
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FINANCIAL REPORT 2020 –  21

The Krishnamurti Foundation of America Trust has recently 
instituted some changes to our business structure. We have 
created two KFA-managed limited liability companies (LLCs) 
to conduct the operations of the trust – the Oak Grove 
School LLC for the school, and the Krishnamurti Center 
LLC for all activities other than the school, such as the 
archives, publications, library, retreat, programs, etc. This 
new business structure is expected to increase the efficiency 
of our work and also to provide greater asset and liability 
protection. Our business office has instituted separate 
accounting systems for each of these LLCs, and our financial 
reporting has been updated to reflect these changes. The KFA 
trust will continue to maintain accounts related to our assets, 
investments, donations, legal and general administrative 
matters, whereas accounts related to the operations of 
the school and the center will be maintained within the 
respective LLCs. 

The following pages provide financial statements for the KFA 
organization as a whole, as well as specific details for the KFA 
Trust, the Krishnamurti Center LLC, and the Oak Grove 
School LLC. More details for Oak Grove School may be 
found at oakgroveschool.org/ar 

As can be seen in these financial statements, the financial 
state of the Krishnamurti Foundation of America is healthy. 
Efforts to raise unrestricted funds for KFA continue to 
improve.
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THESE REPORTS ARE BASED ON FINANCIALS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR STARTING JULY 1, 2020, AND 
ENDING JUNE 30, 2021. WE CREATED THEM BEFORE THE AUDITORS COMPLETED THE AUDIT, 

THEREFORE, SOME NUMBERS COULD CHANGE.

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION (Balance Sheet)

This report is based on financials for the fiscal year starting July 1, 2020, and ending June 30, 2021. 
Note: We created this report before the auditors completed the audit; therefore, some numbers could change.

Center LLC KFA Trust School LLC
KFA 

Consolidated

Assets
Cash $131,651) $120,778) $1,744,722) $1,997,152)

Receivables, Net $0) $120,079) $2,164,834) $2,284,913)

Inventory $57,163) $17,989) $0) $75,152)

Prepaid Expenses $0) $0) $823,588) $823,588)

Investments Unrestricted $0) $3,047,222) $0) $3,047,222)

Investments Resticted for the Center $0) $1,210,643) $0) $1,210,643)

Investments Resticted for the School $0) $3,871,426) $2,596,758) $6,468,184)

Property and Equipment, Net $12,414) $8,769,894) $450,914) $9,233,222)

Permits for Center & School Campus $0) $664,710) $0) $664,710)

Water Company Shares $0) $59,600) $0) $59,600)

Total Assets $201,228 $17,882,341 $7,780,816 $25,864,386

Liabilities
Accounts Payable and Accrued Liabilities $73,481) $34,915) $627,957) $736,353)

Deferred Revenue $0) $0) $4,763,430) $4,763,430)

Total Liabilities $73,481 $34,915 $5,391,387 $5,499,783

Net Assets
Intercompany Transfers

Capitalization of LLCs by the Trust $633,624 -$3,822,403 $3,188,779

Lease Center Campus -$71,000

Other $2,059 $1,051,349 -$982,408

Total Intercompany Transfers $564,683 -$2,771,054 $2,206,371 $0

Assets Unrestricted -$436,935 $18,123,314 -$362,988 $17,323,391

Assets with donor restrictions $0 $2,495,166 $546,046 $3,041,212  

Total Net Assets $127,748 $17,847,426 $2,389,429 $20,364,603

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $201,229 $17,882,341 $7,780,816 $25,864,386
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STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES  (Income and Expenses)

This report is based on financials for the fiscal year starting July 1, 2020, and ending June 30, 2021. 
Note: We created this report before the auditors completed the audit; therefore, some numbers could change.

Center LLC KFA Trust School LLC
KFA 

Consolidated

Earned Income Breakdown

Publications $34,151 $129,925 $0 $164,076

Educational Center $42,287 $0 $0 $42,287

Pepper Tree Retreat $161,958 $0 $0 $161,958

Miscellaneous $17,386 $94,191 $0 $111,577

Tuition & Fees $0 $0 $4,084,494 $4,084,494

After/Summer School $0 $0 $1,400 $1,400

Misc. Including Lunch Programs $0 $0 $79,745 $79,745

Other Income & Special Events $0 $0 $7,498 $7,498

Total Earned Income $255,782) $224,116) $4,173,137) $4,653,035)

Contributed Income Breakdown

Unrestricted Donations $425 $412,741 $546,377 $959,543

Restricted Donations $96,795 $2,000 $333,840 $432,635

Bequests $0 $1,691,808 $6 $1,691,814

Total Contributed Income $97,220) $2,106,549) $880,223) $3,083,992)

Investment Income Breakdown

Gain on Sales of Assets $0 $3,180 $35,792 $38,972

Change in Market Value

Investments Unrestricted $0 $314,140 $0 $314,140

Investments Restricted for Center Use $0 $11,111 $0 $11,111

Investments Restricted for School Use $0 $1,391,432 $67,715 $1,459,148

Total Investment Income $0) $1,405,723) $103,507) $1,823,371)  

Expenses
Salaries and Wages $372,202 $141,934 $2,722,464 $3,236,600

General and Administrative $240,048 $108,238 $1,099,726 $1,448,013

Depreciation $1,200 $406,214 $4,765 $412,179

Maintenance $10,855 $3,360 $179,449 $193,664

Publications $24,459 $867 $0 $25,325

Programs $35,559 $3,281 $235,259 $274,098

Pepper Tree Retreat $46,062 $10,025 $0 $56,087

Sonoma Center $0 $166,364 $0 $166,364

Financial Aid & Scholarships $0 $0 $873,135 $873,135

Investment expense $0 $68,247 $7,352 $75,599

Fund Development and Marketing $62,052 $0 $130,106 $192,158

Miscellaneous $0 $0 $102,719 $102,719

Total Expenses $792,436 $908,529 $5,354,975 $7,055,941

Total Income $353,002) $3,736,389) $5,156,867) $9,560,399)

Variance -$439,434 $2,827,860 -$198,108 $2,504,458

Intercompany Transfers

Service Contract Center $633,624 -$633,624 $0 $0

Lease Center Campus -$71,000 $71,000 $0 $0

Other Transfers
Paycheck Protection Program 

(Goverment Covid relief program) $0) $85,000) $600,000) $685,000)

Total Variance $123,190 $2,350,236 $401,892 $3,189,458
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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF SHARING AND BEING IN 
COMMUNION WITH ANOTHER

BY J.  KRISHNAMURTI

“Life is a constant movement in relationship. And if 
one is at all alert, awake to all the events that are going 
on in the world, this movement which is life must be 
understood, not at any particular level—scientific, 
biological, or traditional, or at the level of acquiring 
knowledge—but at the total level. Otherwise, one 
cannot share.

You know that word has an extraordinary significance. 
We may share money, clothes. If we have a little food, 
we may give it, share it with another; but beyond 
that we hardly share anything with another. Sharing 
implies not only a verbal communication—which is 
the understanding of the significance of words and 
their nature—but also communion. And to commune 
is one of the most difficult things in life. Perhaps we 
are fairly good at communicating something which we 
have or which we want or which we hope to have, but to 
commune with one another is a most difficult thing.

Because to commune implies, does it not, that both the 
person who is speaking and the one who is listening 
must have an intensity, a fury, and that there must be 
at the same level, at the same time, a state of mind that 
is neither accepting nor rejecting but actively listening. 
Then only is there a possibility of communion, of being 
in communion with something. To be in communion 
with nature is comparatively easy. And you can be in 
communion with something when there is no barrier—
verbal, intellectual—between you, the observer, and the 
thing that is observed. But there is a state, perhaps, of 
affection, a state of intensity, so that both meet at the 
same level, at the same time, with the same intensity. 
Otherwise communication is not possible—especially 
communion which is actually the sharing. And this 
act of communion is really quite remarkable because it 
is that communion, that state of intensity, that really 
transforms one’s whole state of mind.

After all, love—if I may use that word without giving to 
it any particular significance now—is only possible when 
there is the act of sharing. And that is only possible, 
again, when there is this peculiar quality of intensity, 
nonverbal communication, at the same level and at 
the same time. Otherwise it is not love. Otherwise it 
becomes mere emotionalism and sentimentalism, which 
is absolutely worthless.

Our everyday life—not the supreme moment of a 
second, but everyday life—is this act of imparting, 
listening, and understanding. And for most of us, 
listening is one of the most difficult things to do. It is a 
great art, far greater than any other art. We hardly ever 
listen because most of us are so occupied with our own 
problems, with our own ideas, opinions—the everlasting 
chattering of one’s own inadequacies, fancies, myths, and 
ambitions. One hardly ever pays attention, not only to 
what another says, but to the birds, to the sunset, to the 
reflection on the water. One hardly ever sees or listens. 
And if one knows how to listen—which demands an 
astonishing energy—then in that act of listening there 
is complete communion; the words, the significance of 
words, and the construction of words have very little 
meaning. So, you and the speaker have completely to 
share in the truth or in the falseness of what is being 
said. For most of us, it is a very difficult act to listen; but 
it is only in listening that one learns.”

Excerpt from the book “What Are You Looking For?” 
by J. Krishnamurti
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ON BEING A RESIDENTIAL 
STUDENT

BY BEN STATHIS

My name is Ben Stathis, I am 34 
years old, and have been residing as 
a student at the KFA for four months 
or so now. 

Prior to coming here, I worked as 
an elementary school teacher in the 
wilds of Alaska. And while I do miss 
inhaling the icy-fresh air as I  tromp 
through the snow each morning over 
to the old village school to frantically 
get things ready for the bundle of 
smiling, shivering students, it has 
also been a nice change of pace to 
step aside from all that for a time and 
to warm up a bit. 

I wonder if that’s not important 
for educators, or for anyone if the 
circumstances enable it: to depart or 
step aside for a time from the routine 
of daily life and work as one knows it 
— and the habits, images, patterns of 
stress and disorder built up there — 
and from that space of rest to reassess 
one’s relationship to all that… Life, and 
what one does in serving life, should 
feel creative, passionate, and fresh, and 

if that’s not the case then perhaps some 
kind of a change is in order. 

That, and also, to further explore 
Krishnamurti’s teachings, may have 
been a part of the motivation for 
coming here. And in that goal, thus 
far I’ve been, well, I don’t know 
how successful… The quietness and 
beauty of this space, the working 
and walking in nature, the preparing 
and delighting in healthy meals, time 
spent alone or in conversation with 
others, and by degrees the increased 
leisure to just slow life down — that 
in itself has been significant. 

However, I have also discovered that 
the chattering, conditioned mind, 
and its disorder seem such that it 
will follow me anywhere…even to an 
immense place like this. As K states: 
“…the inner always overcomes the 
outer. It is the worm inside the apple 
that destroys the freshness of the apple.” 
The conflicts, desires, and habits that 
manifest themselves in daily life are in 
fact “internal,” in the mind itself, and 

there is no real escaping from that. 
And so, albeit with many big sighs 
and grunts, one must ultimately look 
at, face the fact of…that. 

What is disorder? And what does it 
mean to “put one’s house in order?” 
— seeing that a pleasant rearranging 
of one’s external circumstances will 
only take one “so far,” or perhaps 
nowhere at all… K suggests that 
putting one’s house in order, through 
the understanding of disorder, is 
itself the foundation of meditation. 
However, this order cannot come 
about through the imposition of 
discipline, through effort or will. 

One must, it seems, face fully the 
disorder in oneself as it is, without 
escaping from it, but without 
judgment or the attempt to change 
it either. But thought, the mind, is 
devious and quick here, and will find 
ways to do just that… And so the 
disorder, and the watching and the 
inquiry into that, continue… 

THE RESIDENTIAL SCHOLAR/STUDENT PROGRAM PROVIDES A UNIQUE 
OPPORTUNITY TO LIVE ON THE FOUNDATION’S IDYLLIC AND QUIET 
GROUNDS, WHILE WORKING TO SUPPORT THE KFA IN A VARIETY OF 
WAYS, INCLUDING FACILITIES MAINTENANCE, PROVIDING BREAKFAST 
FOR PEPPER TREE RETREAT GUESTS, AND COOKING LUNCH FOR 
FOUNDATION STAFF.



2020-21  ANNUAL REPORT

OBSERVATIONS ON FACILITATING ONLINE 
PROGRAMS

BY JACKIE MCINLEY

JACKIE MCINLEY FOUNDED AND RAN AN 
INDEPENDENT KRISHNAMURTI CENTRE CALLED 
OPEN DOOR IN SOUTHERN FRANCE FOR ALMOST 10 
YEARS, HOSTING MONTHLY INQUIRY WEEKENDS AND 
ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL GATHERINGS IN FRENCH 
AND ENGLISH. 

SHE NOW ORGANISES AND FACILITATES INQUIRY 
EVENTS, GATHERINGS, AND RETREATS IN A VARIETY 
OF COUNTRIES AROUND THE WORLD. SHE ALSO 
FACILITATES DIALOGUES AND GIVES TALKS AT 
THE KRISHNAMURTI FOUNDATIONS, CENTRES & 
SCHOOLS IN USA, UK, AND INDIA.
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I admit I was skeptical. A program 
of inquiry that usually takes place in 
the iconic Pine Cottage – home to 
Krishnamurti with its special atmosphere 
– transferred to the soulless medium of 
online streaming? However, when I 
first facilitated an online program for 
the KFA, I discovered online dialogue 
although electronically connected, to be 
nonetheless full of potential.

We were a Zoom group of 12, from 
all walks of life and from a variety 
of professions, cultures, and age 
groups. An online program allows 
anyone from anywhere in the world 
to participate without needing to take 
time off work or leave their homes 
and is accessible to those previously 
unable or unwilling to afford expensive 
journeys or accommodation. Since 
the facilitator was from London UK, 
the program had been scheduled for 
the morning, Pacific time, permitting 
people from Europe and beyond to join 
in. One of the unique characteristics 
of Krishnamurti dialogue is its eclectic 
nature: the more wide-ranging the 
backgrounds, nationalities, ages, 
cultural differences, and outlooks, the 
richer the potential for exploration into 
the everyday lives of all human beings. 
The online medium certainly opens 
up the easy possibility for increasingly 
international attendance and varied, 
more economical participation.

Our program consisted of daily sessions 
of two and a half hours over one 
week: every day on the Zoom screen 
we could engage in interactive group 
dialogue, watch a K video, and read a 
K text together. Krishnamurti dialogue 
is a forum for careful investigative 
inquiry into our common human 
conditioning. A vitality of attentive 

listening and questioning is needed to 
see through the cloud of conditioned 
group reactions and observations. Can 
this nonverbal intensity generated 
in dialogue be felt over the internet? 
Do we need to be exclusively in the 
presence of one another for this spirit 
and warmth to exist? 

Indeed, our digitally connected group 
all acknowledged the presence of this 
nonverbal quality. On Zoom, members 
appear on screen in video “boxes” - 
some declared these to be a perfect 
metaphor for the human condition we 
were examining: they felt these “walls” 
to be “dissolving” during the course of 
our lively shared inquiry.

On our flat screens the group experienced 
no dialogue circle, yet the sense of “thinking 
together” was strong and was commented 
on nevertheless as the week progressed. 
The sometimes intimidating experience 
of sitting exposed with nowhere to hide 
in a circle of strangers was replaced online 
by a perhaps more private space - facing 
others - but alone in the safety of familiar 
surroundings. It was observed that being 
independent and only digitally linked, 
in no way lessened the attendance or the 
engagement of the group. 

In the end, does this experience serve to 
underline the fact, that awareness and 
real relationship can only be generated 
by one’s own willingness to listen, 
observe and learn, whatever the context? 
The impediments to seeing through our 
illusions about the world and ourselves 
reside very much inwardly and are 
exclusively our own responsibility. 

Is insight dependant on any outside 
factors, either from a dialogue group, or 
a K talk; whether on video or in presence?
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The truth is that it is not possible to be anywhere else but where you are.
Nonetheless, in the summer of 2020 we here at Oak Grove School, along with 
educators all over the world, found ourselves wishing things could be different; 
wondering how we might continue to educate children under constantly 
shifting circumstances, mandates, and information. Now, reflecting back on 
the school year, it was not the challenges that dominated my mind nor the 
conversations around this campus, rather it was the expressions of gratitude 
and a feeling of connection. 

We are grateful that Oak Grove was one of two schools in Ventura County, 
and one of a handful in Southern California, to be first granted a waiver to 
resume learning on campus. Despite the mountain-high number of unknowns, 
our teachers and staff took the challenge and jumped into this new moment 
with creativity, endurance, and levity. They navigated mitigation guidelines, 
daily health screenings, hauling materials in and out of classrooms, creating 
new routines, and reimagining how to be together while safely maintaining 
physical distance. Oh, and cleaning… lots and lots of cleaning!

This was the genesis of choosing “Journey to the Present” as our 2020–21 
school theme. 

OAK GROVE SCHOOL

JOURNEY TO THE PRESENT
by Jodi Grass, Head of School

IT WAS NOT THE 
CHALLENGES ... RATHER IT 
WAS THE EXPRESSIONS OF 
GRATITUDE AND A FEELING 
OF CONNECTION.
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Read other stories in Oak Grove School’s 
Annual Report: oakgroveschool.org/ar

OUTDOOR CLASSROOMS

ALONG WITH THE 
CHALLENGES,  
THERE WERE ALSO 
BLESSINGS.

When on-campus learning resumed, 
a flurry of premeditated plans went 
into effect. Outdoor furniture, 
whiteboards, shade cloths, umbrellas, 
and many other tools necessary for 
outdoor teaching were procured 
and put into place to help maintain 
a class environment that nurtured 
connection and belonging.

Some grades moved their desks 
to their new outdoor classroom, 
while younger grades were outfitted 
with specially treated wood stumps 
as seats. The high school classes 
each shared a large common area, 
separated by some distance to avoid 
audible interference. Teachers used 
webcams on tripods to present the 
class experience to those students 
who chose to learn from home. This 
option was named PALFH (Parent 
Assisted Learning From Home).

The faculty at each grade level had 
unique challenges to overcome. 
Some of the more apparent concerns 
were weather conditions, noise levels, 

hot sunlight, lack of technology 
(presentation screens), and the need 
to provide remote electricity for 
student laptops in the higher grades.

Along with the challenges, there were 
also blessings. Students and faculty 
discovered the beauty of being 
outdoors, in nature. This created 
a palpable yet hard to quantify 
freedom. The youngest students 
in preschool and kindergarten, 
accustomed to spending a lot of time 
working and playing outside, adapted 
quickly to an extended outdoor 
experience. Likewise, teachers at 
every grade level quickly adapted to a 
new way of teaching. One significant 
benefit of outdoor classrooms was 
the ability to see all the teachers in 
action as one walked across campus. 
This brought classroom life to the 
forefront, showcasing the creativity, 
compassion, and excellence that the 
teachers bring to the school.
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